DEACON BRODIE
II
In the Scotland of our pious forebears the family Bible was
the domestic ark. Within its hallowed pages was preserved a
register of every birth, marriage, and death affecting the home
circle, records to which a peculiar solemnity attached. The
Brodie Bible, having survived all its respective owners, now
rests in peace among the relics of Auld Reekie's past, buried
in the Edinburgh Municipal Museum.
The marriage of Francis Brodie with Cecil Grant was
blessed by eleven children, of whom, under the abominable
hygienic conditions of the time and place, three only struggled
to maturity. Francis came of good Scots stock, the Brodies of
Milton-Brodie in Elgin; his grandfather, Ludovick Brodie^
was a Writer to the Signet. Cecil was the daughter of William
Grant, writer (solicitor) in Edinburgh. So the Deacon had
enough legal blood in his veins to have kept him in the straight
path* It is significant that the entry relating to his birth is
neatly cut out of the page: the Brodies, decent folk, had no
desire to perpetuate his memory. The two other children who
lived to grow up were Jean, after their parents* death her
brother's housekeeper, and Jacobina, who married Matthew
Sheriff, upholsterer in Edinburgh, of whom we shall hear
again. William, the eldest child, was born on 28th September
1741. The house in which he saw the light, where the eight
little martyrs lived their brief day, whence Francis and his
spouse, full of years and fair repute, set out for their long
home, sheltered the Deacon throughout his adventurous
career and until his shameful death for well-nigh half a
century. Of Brodie's Close, the alley in which it stood, a
fragment may still be seen in the Lawnmarket j but the mansion
itself was swept away when the ugly Victoria Street was ruth-
lessly driven slantwise through th^ adjacent lands. From
the description of the house given by Chambers in 1825
it must have been a handsome and commodious dwelling.
The site of Brodie's workshops and woodyard is now
occupied by the foundations of the Ftee Library in the
Cowgate-                                        i